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Pro! External Interface Files 

File 1 – Item Import (VIIF) 
This is an XML file that contains items to be imported into Pro!  The file is received 
from an external source for migration into the Pro! item bank. 

Note: HTML be used to format the text in the Stem, Distractors, and Rationale fields.  
For HTML content, special characters and embedded HTML tags must be escaped.  

Prerequisites 
For the items that are being imported, their associated Classification(s) must exist in 
the Pro! system prior to import.  Otherwise, the system will not be able to make the 
proper Classification assignment and items will fail to import 

When importing items that reference one or more exhibits, the exhibits must be 
loaded into Pro! before migrating the item.  The item will fail to import if the exhibit 
is not found in the catalog.  

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

Element Nodes 
The XML element and attributes are described in the table below. 

Element Attribute Parent 
Element 

Validation 

VIIF    
itemimportset batch VIIF Descriptive text for the user to 

distinguish the process. NOTE: This 
text can be provided as the Order 
Number for Vendor Import transaction 
in Pro! 

 section  The Section Full Name is listed on the 
Section Management screen.  E.g. 
‘Biology’. 

 publishdate  The date the file was published. e.g. 
"2023-10-05T12:25:31" 

examitem mastercode itemimportset Unique Item Identifier. 
 itemauthor  The name of the item author. The 

author can be someone who does or 
does not already exist in the system. 
The author will be associated with the 
item 

 itemtype  Set to SSMC, Likert, MSMC, 
SSMCSurvey, MSMCSurvey, 
TrueFalseSurvey, NDA or PACS  
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 Itemstatus  
Optional - The following statuses are 
acceptable for Vendor Import: 

●​ Raw 
●​ Incomplete 
●​ Pending 
●​ Ready For Pretest 
●​ Pretest Item Review 
●​ Operational 
●​ Rejected 
●​ Retired 
●​ Resting 

NOTE: Status is optional for import. If 
a status is not provided the item will 
be placed into a “Raw” status 
 

 approvals  Optional - The approvals are available 
to be set for the item upon successful 
import.  The approvals are 
case-sensitive.  Multiple approvals can 
be set for an item by specifying each 
separated by a comma.  e.g. 
Format,Editor 
 
Valid values are: 

●​ Format 
●​ Test Developer 
●​ Editor 
●​ Fairness 
●​ Internal SME 
●​ Committee 
●​ Media 

 
NOTE: Depending upon the 
ItemStatus, these do not need to be 
set.   

 optionlockmode  Optional - Indicates if the answer 
choices should be locked upon 
successful import:  

●​ 1: locked 
●​ 3: not locked [default] 

iteminformation numofkeys examitem Set to the number of answer keys for 
the item type. 

 formattype  Set to HTML. 
externalitemdata encoding iteminformation Set to TEXT. 
 CDATA  Optional - Configuration data for 

advanced item types. 
passagename  iteminformation Optional - The name of the passage 

associated with the current item. 
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Stem encoding iteminformation Set to TEXT. 
 CDATA  The stem content. For HTML content, 

special characters and embedded 
HTML tags must be escaped.  

options  iteminformation Container element for each option 
option key options Valid values are A, B, C, D, E.   
 encoding  Set to TEXT. 
 CDATA  The text for the answer option. For 

HTML content, special characters and 
embedded HTML tags must be 
escaped.  

stemrationale encoding iteminformation Set to TEXT. 
 CDATA  Optional - The text for the stem or 

item-level rationale. For HTML 
content, special characters and 
embedded HTML tags must be 
escaped.  

optionsrationale  iteminformation Container element for each option 
rationale 

optionrationale key optionsrationale Valid values are A, B, C, D, E.   
 encoding  Set to TEXT. 
 CDATA  Optional - The text for option 

rationale. For HTML content, special 
characters and embedded HTML tags 
must be escaped.  

key  iteminformation Valid values are A, B, C, D, E.   
comments  iteminformation Container element for each comment 
comment  comments Optional - Additional plain text 

information for the item that will be 
added to the item comment field in 
Pro!   

 author comments The name of the person who created 
the comment.  If unknown, do not 
include the attribute.  The current Pro! 
user will be associated with the 
comment.  

 timestamp comments The time stamp when the comment 
was originally created. If unknown, do 
not include the attribute.  The current 
date and time will be associated with 
the comment. 

 visibility comments Indicate who can see the comment.  
Valid options are ‘internal’ or 
‘external’. 
If unknown, do not include the 
attribute.  The comment will default to 
‘external’. 

keywords  iteminformation Optional - A list of identifying words 
for the item.  Each word or group of 
keywords is separated by a semicolon. 

referencenotes  iteminformation Container element for each reference 
note 
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referencenote  referencenotes Optional - Supporting plain text 
information for the item.  Multiple 
references are supported.  

classifications  iteminformation Container element for each 
classification. 

classification setname classifications The name of the classification set to 
be associated with the item.  Multiple 
classifications are supported. 

 level1 classifications The 1st level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
item. 

 level2 classifications The 2nd level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
item. 

 level3 classifications The 3rd level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
item. 

 level4 classifications The 4th level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
item. 

 level5 classifications The 5th level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
item. 

estdifficulty  iteminformation Optional - Valid values are HIGH, 
MEDIUM, LOW 

language  iteminformation Set to ENGLISH 
    
exampassage Name itemimportset Unique name of the passage  
 author  The name of the passage author. 
passageinformatio
n 

 exampassage Container element for each passage. 

content encoding passageinformation Set to TEXT. 
 CDATA  The text for the passage. 
description  passageinformation A description of the passage. 
referencenotes  passageinformation Container element for each reference 

note. 
referencenote  referencenotes Optional - Supporting information for 

the passage. Multiple reference notes 
are supported. 

classifications  passageinformation Container element for each 
classification. 

classification setname classifications The name of the classification set to 
be associated with the passage.  
Multiple classifications are supported. 
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 level1 classifications The 1st level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
passage. 

 level2 classifications The 2nd level value of the 
classification hierarchy to be 
associated with the passage. 

 level3 classifications The 3rd level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
passage. 

 level4 classifications The 4th level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
passage. 

 level5 classifications The 5th level value of the classification 
hierarchy to be associated with the 
passage. 

 

File Format 
This is an XML file. 

Sorting 
None 

Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record's result.  The user interface provides information to 
the user on the outcome of the file import at the summary level.   

Output File Naming 
There is no direct output file produced but Pro!’s import results can be exported.  The 
results will show the summary counts and detailed error messages.  The summary 
counts include the number of records successfully imported and the number of 
records that failed to import.  The details will list the items that failed to import and 
the error reason. 

Sample Import File 
The following is a sample of the minimum required fields for a discrete 
single-selection multiple-choice item. Additional samples are available that include 
multiple item types and passages.  

<VIIF version="1.00" xmlns="VIIF.xsd"> 

  <itemimportset batch="RequiredFieldsImport" section="Demo" publishdate="2023-10-06T11:15:00"> 

    <examitem mastercode="Demo-Import-003" itemauthor="John Doe" itemtype="SSMC"> 

      <iteminformation numofkeys="1" formattype="HTML"> 

        <externalitemdata encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[]]></externalitemdata> 

        <stem encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[Sample Item Stem]]></stem> 



Pro! External Interface Files 

        <options> 

          <option key="A" encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[Answer Choice 1]]></option> 

          <option key="B" encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[Answer Choice 2]]></option> 

          <option key="C" encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[Answer Choice 3]]></option> 

          <option key="D" encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[Answer Choice 4]]></option> 

          <option key="E" encoding="TEXT"><![CDATA[Answer Choice 5]]></option> 

        </options> 

        <stemrationale encoding="TEXT"></stemrationale> 

        <optionsrationale> 

​ ​     <optionrationale key="A" encoding="TEXT"></optionrationale> 

        </optionsrationale> 

        <key>C</key> 

        <comments>        

        </comments>         

        <keywords></keywords> 

        <referencenotes> 

​ ​     <referencenote></referencenote> 

        </referencenotes> 

​ <classifications> 

​ ​ <classification setname="One" level1="I" level2="1" level3="1" level4="" level5="" /> 

​ </classifications> 

        <estdifficulty></estdifficulty> 

        <language>ENGLISH</language> 

      </iteminformation> 

    </examitem> 

  </itemimportset> 

</VIIF> 
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File 2 – Classification Set Values Import
​  
This is a flat file which is uploaded to Pro! in order to import values into a new 
classification set.  The user must first create the classification set level definition 
using the system screens (e.g. set name, level name, etc.). The user will then import 
the list of classifications for the set.   

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each classification set value.  Each row in the file will 
contain the same number of columns. Classifications with less than 5 levels must 
keep placeholders for unused columns. 

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each classification value. A header 
record containing the column names may be supplied for readability but is not 
required.  

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ LEVEL_1_CODE Text The level 1 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
‘AUD’) 

2​ LEVEL_2_CODE Text The level 2 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
001) 

3​ LEVEL_3_CODE Text The level 3 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
002) 

4​ LEVEL_4_CODE Text The level 4 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
003) 

5​ LEVEL_5_CODE Text The level 5 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
123) 

6​ DESCRIPTION Text The description associated with the 
current node. 

7​ TARGETDISTRIBUTIONVALUE  Integer An optional field for the preferred 
number of items within the bank 
that should be assigned to the 
classification value. 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 
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Sorting 
The import file must be sorted so that parent levels are inserted prior to the child 
levels. 

Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record's result.  The user interface provides information to 
the user on the outcome of the file import at the summary level.   

Output File Naming 

The user interface provides summary-level information about the file import.  A log 
file containing details of each value imported can be exported and named as deemed 
by the user.   

Sample Import File 
LEVEL_1_CODE, LEVEL_2_CODE, LEVEL_3_CODE, LEVEL_4_CODE, LEVEL_5_CODE, DESCRIPTION, 
TARGETDISTRIBUTIONVALUE 
Biology,001,,,,”Animals”,100 
Biology,001,002,,,”Mammal” 
Biology,001,002,003,,”Carnivore” 
Biology,004,005,015,123,”Lion” 
Or 

LEVEL_1_CODE, LEVEL_2_CODE, LEVEL_3_CODE, LEVEL_4_CODE, LEVEL_5_CODE, DESCRIPTION, 
TARGETDISTRIBUTIONVALUE 
N,,,,, ”No. The item does not use a negative stem” 
Y,,,,, ”Yes. The item has a negative stem” 
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File 3 – Classification Set Values Export 
This is a flat file that is exported from Pro! containing the Classification set values.  
The user can modify the file for future import into Pro!.   

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each Classification Set value.  Each row in the file will 
contain the same number of columns. Classifications with less than 5 levels must 
keep placeholders for unused columns. 

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each classification value. A header 
record will be outputted.  

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ LEVEL_1_CODE Text The level 1 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
001) 

2​ LEVEL_2_CODE Text The level 2 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
002) 

3​ LEVEL_3_CODE Text The level 3 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
003) 

4​ LEVEL_4_CODE Text The level 4 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
004) 

5​ LEVEL_5_CODE Text The level 5 value for the 
classification set assignment. (e.g. 
123) 

6​ DESCRIPTION Text The description associated with 
the current node. 

7​ FULL_CLASS_VALUE Text The defined levels for the selected 
classification set concatenated 
together with the defined 
separator placed between each 
level. (E.g. 001.002.003.004.123) 

8​ TARGETDISTRIBUTIONVALUE  Integer The preferred number of items 
within the bank that should be 
assigned to the classification 
value. 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 
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Sorting 
The export file is sorted in ascending order by Level 1 Code, Level 2 Code, etc. 

Error Handling 
Errors are handled by the Pro! user interface. 

Output File Naming 

The default output file name will be {Classification Set 
Name}{YYYYMMDDHHMMSS}.{file extension}.  The user will have the ability to 
modify the name as needed. 
Supported file formats:  CSV, Excel, PDF, Word 

Sample Export File 
LEVEL_1_CODE, LEVEL_2_CODE, LEVEL_3_CODE, LEVEL_4_CODE, LEVEL_5_CODE, DESCRIPTION, 
FULL_CLASS_VALUE,TARGETDISTRIBUTIONVALUE 

Biology,001,,,,”Animals”,”001”,100 
Biology,001,002,,,”Mammal” ,”001.002” 
Biology,001,002,003,,”Carnivore”,”001.002.003” 
Biology,004,005,015,123,”Lion”,”004.005.015.123” 
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File 4 – Item Classifications  
This is a flat file which is uploaded to Pro! in order to import a list of item IDs and 
Classification assignments.  The classification will be applied to the item after the list 
is imported into the system.   

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each Item assigned to a classification value.  Each row 
in the file will contain the same number of columns. Classifications with fewer than 5 
levels must keep placeholders for unused columns.  The Pro! application will collect 
the Classification Set name prior to importing the assignment file. 

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each classification assignment to an 
item. A header record containing the column names may be supplied for readability, 
but is not required.  

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ MASTER_CODE Text The unique name for each item (e.g., 
Item-001) 

2​ LEVEL_1_CODE Text The level 1 value for the classification 
set assignment. (e.g. 001) 

3​ LEVEL_2_CODE Text The level 2 value for the classification 
set assignment. (e.g. 002) 

4​ LEVEL_3_CODE Text The level 3 value for the classification 
set assignment. (e.g. 003) 

5​ LEVEL_4_CODE Text The level 4 value for the classification 
set assignment. (e.g. 004) 

6​ LEVEL_5_CODE Text The level 5 value for the classification 
set assignment. (e.g. 123) 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 

Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record's result.  The user interface provides the user with 
summary-level information about the outcome of the file import.  A full list of 
possible errors is documented in the Use Case Specification. 
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Output File Naming 

The user interface provides summary-level information about the file import.  A log 
file containing details of each imported value can be exported and named as the user 
deems fit. 

Sample Import File 
MASTER_CODE, LEVEL_1_CODE, LEVEL_2_CODE, LEVEL_3_CODE, LEVEL_4_CODE, 
LEVEL_5_CODE 
12345,001,002,003,004,000 
67890,001,002,003,004,999 
13579,001,003,012,023,014 

Or 

MASTER_CODE, LEVEL_1_CODE, LEVEL_2_CODE, LEVEL_3_CODE, LEVEL_4_CODE, 
LEVEL_5_CODE 
12345,No,,,, 

 

 



Pro! External Interface Files 

File 5 – Item List Import 
This is a flat file with a single field which is uploaded to Pro!.  The field contains a list 
of item identifiers or master codes that are fed into the Bulk Update or Poolbook 
processes.   

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each item.  A header record containing the column 
names may be supplied for readability but is not required.  

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each Item. 

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ ITEM_ID Text The unique identifier for each item (e.g., 
12345) 

OR 

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ MASTER_CODE Text The unique name for each item (e.g., 
Item-001) 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 

Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record's result.  The user interface provides information to 
the user on the outcome of the file import at the summary level. 

Output File Naming 

There is no direct output file produced.   
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File 6 – Classical IA Data Import 
This is a flat file that is uploaded to Pro! to store values such as Option selection 
count and R-biserial for each option from classical IA performed outside Pro!.  NOTE: 
the percentage data is not imported since it is a calculated field. 

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each item in a delivery window.  The values within the 
import file will either insert or overlay the existing Classical IA values for the item 
within the specified window.  It is expected that the file will typically contain items 
from the same window but the import process should not expect to error records 
from different windows. 

The file is in CSV (Comma Separated Value) format.  Each row in the file will contain  
the fields as defined in the detail record.  The file should continue to import the 
records within the file in the event that a record fails to import.   

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each item within a window.  A header 
record containing the column names may be supplied for readability but is not 
required.  

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ ITEM_ID/MASTER_COD
E 

Text The unique identifier for each item as 
generated by Pro! (e.g., 12345) or 
the entered name of the item 

2​ WINDOW_ID Text The delivery window in which the 
Item Analysis data is associated. The 
valid values will be in the format 
‘YYQQ’ (e.g., 08Q2) 

3​ SECTION Text The section abbreviation the item 
was delivered for that window. (e.g., 
AUD) 

4​ IA_FLAG Text YES (*) indicates that the item was 
flagged during IA for the given 
Window/Panel.  NO (blank) indicates 
that the item was not flagged during 
IA for the given Window/Panel.  A 
value of “DNP” indicates the item 
should not be promoted. 
Valid follows: 
●​ * (previously: Y) 
●​ (blank) (previously: N) 
●​ DNP (new) 

5​ IA_DIFFICULTY Text A textual description of the difficulty 
level causing the IA Flag.  
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6​ IA_DISCRIMINATION  Text A textual description of the 
discrimination level causing the IA 
Flag.  

7​ IA_CHECK_OPTION  Text Possible other keys to check. 
8​ OMIT_COUNT Int The number of test takers in the 

window whose exam contained this 
item and did not respond. 

9​ A_COUNT Int The number of test takers in the 
window who selected this answer 
choice for their response. 

10​ B_COUNT Int Same as A_COUNT 
11​ C_COUNT Int Same as A_COUNT 
12​ D_COUNT Int Same as A_COUNT 
13​ E_COUNT Int Same as A_COUNT 
14​ OMIT_BISERIAL Double The R biserial correlation of the 

pseudo choice “Omit” with the test 
takers’ total item raw score. 

15​ A_BISERIAL Double The R biserial correlation of test 
takers who selected this answer 
choice with the test takers’ total item 
raw score. 

16​ B_BISERIAL Double The R biserial correlation of test 
takers who selected this answer 
choice with the test takers’ total item 
raw score. 

17​ C_BISERIAL Double The R biserial correlation of test 
takers who selected this answer 
choice with the test takers’ total item 
raw score. 

18​ D_BISERIAL Double The R biserial correlation of test 
takers who selected this answer 
choice with the test takers’ total item 
raw score. 

19​ E_BISERIAL Double The R biserial correlation of test 
takers who selected this answer 
choice with the test takers’ total item 
raw score. 

20 MEAN_TIME_ON_ITEM Double The mean time candidates have 
spent on the item.  
 
There are a maximum of 3 decimal 
places. 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 
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Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record's result.  The user interface and output file should 
provide information to the user on the outcome of the file import at the summary 
level. 

Output File Naming 

An output file should be produced containing summary counts and detailed error 
messages.  The summary counts include the number of records read, successfully 
imported, and failed to import.  The detail portion of the file should list the items that 
failed to import and the error reason. 
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File 7 – Item IRT Import 
This is a comma-separated flat file which is uploaded to PRO to provide more current 
scoring parameters for items.   

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand  The update occurs after calibration for pretest items and less regularly 
for operational items. 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each item.  The values within the import file will either 
insert or overlay the existing IRT values for the item. 

The file is in CSV (Comma Separated Value) format.  Each row in the file will contain 
all the fields as defined in the detail record.  The file should continue to import the 
records within the file in the event that a record fails to import.   

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each item. A header record containing 
the column names may be supplied for readability but is not required.  

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ ITEM_ID/MASTER_CODE Text The unique identifier for each item as 
generated by PRO (e.g., 12345) Or the 
entered name of the item. 

2​ SECTION Text The section abbreviation the item was 
delivered for that window. (e.g., BIO) 

3​ IRT_A Double The Item’s IRT A Parameter (e.g., 
0.12345) 

4​ IRT_B Double The Item’s IRT B Parameter (e.g., 
0.12345) 

5​ IRT_C Double The Item’s IRT C Parameter (e.g., 
0.12345) 

6​ IRT_A_SE Double Standard Error for the Item’s IRT A 
Parameter (e.g., 0.12345) 

7​ IRT_B_SE Double Standard Error for the Item’s IRT B 
Parameter (e.g., 0.12345) 

8​ IRT_C_SE Double Standard Error for the Item’s IRT C 
Parameter (e.g., 0.12345) 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 
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Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record's result.  The user interface provides information to 
the user on the outcome of the file import at the summary level. 

Output File Naming 
The user interface provides summary-level information about the file import.  A log 
file containing details of each value imported can be exported and named as deemed 
by the user. 
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File 8 – MCQ BERIF Offload (Removed) 
This offload has been removed and is no longer supported. 
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File 9 – Item Classical IA Offload 
This is a comma-separated flat file offload that provides the Classical IA data for 
items within a section and window. 

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one header record and one row for each item.  The file is in CSV 
(Comma Separated Value) format.  Each row in the file will contain all the fields as 
defined in the detail record.   

Record Types 
A header record containing the column names will be supplied for readability.  There 
is one detail record type in the file for each item.  

Field
# 

Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1​ SECTION Text The section abbreviation the item was 
delivered for that window. (e.g., AUD) 

2​ WINDOW_ID Text The delivery window in which the Item 
Analysis data is associated. The valid 
values will be in the format ‘YYQQ’ (e.g., 
08Q2) 

3​ ITEM_ID Text The unique identifier for each item as 
generated by PRO (e.g., 12345) 

4​ MASTERCODE Text The ID assigned by the vendor for the 
item.  Value may be NULL if not imported. 

5​ IA_FLAG Text YES (*) indicates that the item was 
flagged during IA for the given 
Window/Panel.  NO (blank) indicates that 
the item was not flagged during IA for the 
given Window/Panel.  A value of “DNP” 
indicates the item should not be 
promoted. 
Valid follows: 
●​ * (previously: Y) 
●​ (blank) (previously: N) 
●​ DNP (new) 

6​ IA_DIFFICULTY  Text The description of the difficulty level for 
an item was flagged as failing Classical 
Item Analysis. 

7​ IA_DISCRIMINATION  Text The description of the discrimination level 
for an item failing Classical IA. 

8​ IA_CHECK_OPTION  Text Possible other keys to check as a result of 
Classical IA. 

9​ OMIT_COUNT Integer The number of candidates from the 
selected window who viewed the item but 
did not respond. 
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10​ A_COUNT Integer The number of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
A. 

11​ B_COUNT Integer The number of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
B. 

12​ C_COUNT Integer The number of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
C. 

13​ D_COUNT  Integer The number of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
D. 

14​ E_COUNT Integer  The number of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response E. 

15​ N_TOTAL Integer  The total number of candidates from the 
selected window who viewed the item. 
(I.e. Omit_Count + A_Count +…) 

16​ OMIT_PPLUS Double The percentage of candidate from the 
selected window who omitted a response. 
(I.e. Omit_Count / N_Total.) 

17​ A_PPLUS Double The percentage of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
A. (I.e. A_Count / N_Total) 

18​ B_PPLUS Double The percentage of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
B. 

19​ C_PPLUS Double The percentage of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
C. 

20​ D_PPLUS   Double The percentage of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response 
D. 

21​ E_PPLUS  Double The percentage of candidates from the 
selected window who selected response E. 

22​ OMIT_BISERIAL Double The biserial correlation value from the 
selected window for the not selected 
response. 

23​ A_BISERIAL Double The biserial correlation value from the 
selected window for the response A. 

24​ B_BISERIAL Double The biserial correlation value from the 
selected window for the response B. 

25​ C_BISERIAL Double The biserial correlation value from the 
selected window for the response C. 

26​ D_BISERIAL Double The biserial correlation value from the 
selected window for the response D. 

27​ E_BISERIAL Double The biserial correlation value from the 
selected window for the response E. 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 
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Sorting 
The file is sorted in Section, Window and Item ID order. 

Output Filter Criteria 
Users should be able to filter the offload by selecting one section, one window and 
one form group from the list. 

Output File Naming 
The user interface will allow users to name the offload file. The default name should 
be {Section}_{Window}_IA_{YYYY-MM-DD HH-MM-SS}.csv 
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File 10 – Item IRT Offload 
This is a comma-separated flat file is offloaded from Pro! providing IRT statistical 
information for items within a windowed form group. 

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one header record and one row for each item within a published 
form group.  The file is in CSV (Comma Separated Value) format.  Each row in the 
file will contain all the fields as defined in the detail record.   

Record Types 
A header record containing the column names will be supplied for readability.  There 
is one detail record type in the file for each item.  

Field# Field Header Data Type Description 
1​  SECTION Text The section abbreviation the item was 

delivered for that window. (e.g., AUD) 
2​  WINDOW_ID Text The delivery window in which the Item 

Analysis data is associated. The valid 
values will be in the format ‘YYQQ’ (e.g., 
08Q2) 

3​   ITEM_ID Text The unique identifier for each item as 
generated by PRO (e.g., 12345) 

4​  MASTERCODE Text The ID assigned by the vendor for the 
Multiple Choice item.  Value may be NULL 
if not imported. 

5​  IRT_A Double The item’s IRT A Parameter (e.g., 
0.12345) 

6​  IRT_B Double The item’s IRT B Parameter (e.g., 
0.12345) 

7​  IRT_C Double The item’s IRT C Parameter (e.g., 
0.12345) 

8​  IRT_ASE Double Standard Error for the item’s IRT A 
Parameter (e.g., 0.12345) 

9​  IRT_BSE Double Standard Error for the item’s IRT B 
Parameter (e.g., 0.12345) 

10​  IRT_CSE Double Standard Error for the item’s IRT C 
Parameter (e.g., 0.12345) 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The file is sorted in Section, Window, and Item order. 
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Output Filter Criteria 
Users must select a section, window, and examination form group before running the 
report. 

Output File Naming 
The user interface will allow users to name the offload file. The default name is 
{Section}_{Window}_IRT_{YYYY-MM-DD HH-MM-SS}.csv 
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File 11 – TBS BERIF (Removed) 
This offload has been removed and is no longer supported. 
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File 12 – Import Project Member (Removed) 
This feature is no longer supported and has been removed from item writing 
projects. 
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File 13 – Import Exhibit  
This is an MS-EXCEL file that is imported into Pro! to bulk import exhibits. Exhibits 
can be either images or videos. 

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one header record and one row for each Project Member.  The file is 
in CSV (Comma Separated Value) format.  Each row in the file will contain all the 
fields as defined in the detail record.   

Record Types 
A header record containing the column names will be supplied for readability.  There 
is one detail record type in the file for each item.  

Field
# 

Field Header Data Type Description 

1​  Exhibit Name Text The name of the exhibit to be imported. 
2​  External File Info Text Information related to the physical file. 

Aka File Cabinet ID. 
3​  Copyright Year Text The year the image was copyrighted. 
4​  Permission Expiration 

Date 
Date The date the permission to use the image 

will expire.  Format (MM/DD/YYYY) 
5​  File Name Text The name of the exhibit file located on the 

user’s drive. 
6​  Comment Text A free text field for comments 
7​  Display Width Text The width in pixels the image should be 

displayed. 
8​  Display Height Text The height in pixels the image should be 

displayed. 
9​  Is Active Boolean Is the exhibit active in Pro?  

Valid values: True / False 
10​  Is Resizable Boolean Can a user resize the exhibit in Pro?  

Valid values: True / False 
11​  Is Approved Boolean Is the exhibit approved for inclusion in 

Pro?  
Valid values: True / False 

12​  Sections Text One or more sections the exhibit can be 
added.  The sections should be separated 
by the pipe symbol | 

13​  Original File Path Text The fully qualified directory the original file 
is located.  This is only used for the user’s 
reference and is not imported. 

14​  Formatted File Path Text The fully qualified directory of the file to 
be imported. 

15​  Set Name Text The name of the set associated with 
exhibit. 
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File Format 
This is an MS- EXCEL file. 

Sorting 
The file does not need to be sorted. 

Output Filter Criteria 
N/A 

Output File Naming 
N/A 
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File 14 – Import Item Writing Tasks  
This is an MS-EXCEL or CSV file that is imported into Pro! to bulk import item writing 
tasks.  

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one header record and one row for each item writing task.  The file 
is in CSV (Comma Separated Value) or Excel format.  Each row in the file will contain 
all the fields as defined in the detail record.   

Record Types 
A header record containing the column names will be supplied for readability.  There 
is one detail record type in the file for each item.  

Field
# 

Field Header Data Type Description 

1 Set Name Text The name of the classification set 
2​  LEVEL_1_CODE Text The 1st level value in Classification Set. 
3​  LEVEL_2_CODE Text The 2nd level value in Classification Set 
4​  LEVEL_3_CODE Text  The 3rd level value in Classification Set 
5​  LEVEL_4_CODE Text The 4th level value in Classification Set 
6​  LEVEL_5_CODE Text The 5th level value in Classification Set 
7​  Items Needed Integer The number of items requested for this 

task 
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File 15 – Item Search Import 
This is a flat file with a comma-separated list of item identifiers or item master 
codes. The file is loaded on the item search criteria page and allows the authorized 
user to quickly specify a list of targeted items.    

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains a comma-separated list of item identifiers or item master codes.  
There is no header record  

Sample Import Files 
Item Identifiers 

12453,24356,14579 

Item Names 

CC-RIW-SSMC-NP1,CC-RIW-SSMC-NP2,CC-RIW-SSMC-NP3,CC-RIW-SSMC-NP4 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 

Error Handling 
The Pro! item search feature will display an error if the data is incorrectly formatted.  

Output File Naming 

There is no direct output file produced.   
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File 16 – Item Relationship Import 
Create and update Item Enemy and Partner relationships.   

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file contains one row for each item relationship pairing.  The values within the 
import file will inject a new relationship pair between the specified items.  

The file is in CSV (Comma Separated Value) format.  Each row in the file will contain 
all the fields as defined in the detail record.  Pro! will continue to import the records 
within the file in the event that a record fails to import.   

Record Types 
There is one detail record type in the file for each item relationship pairing.  A header 
record containing the column names may be supplied for readability but is not 
required.   

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1.​ MASTER_CODE1 Text The unique item name identifier for 
the first item of the pair. 

2.​ MASTER_CODE2 Text The unique item name identifier for 
the second item of the pair. 

3.​ RELATIONSHIP Text Identifies the relationship that is 
being created.  Options are ENEMY or 
PARTNER 

4.​ REASON_CODE Integer Specifies the reason for the 
relationship pairing.   
PARTNER REASON CODES 

●​ 100 – NA 
 
ENEMY REASON CODES 

●​ 1 – Items too similar 
●​ 2 – Stems too similar 
●​ 3 – Options too similar 
●​ 4 – Equivalent concepts tested 
●​ 5 – Answer cueing  
●​ 6 - Other 
 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 
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Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record’s result.  The Master Codes must exist, and the 
relationship type and reason must be valid. 

Output File  
There is no direct output file produced, but Pro!’s import results can be exported.  
The results will show the summary counts and detailed error messages.  The 
summary counts include the number of records successfully imported and the 
number of records that failed to import.  The details will list the items that failed to 
import and the error reason. 
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File 17 – User-Defined Field Item Assignment 
Populate user-defined fields associated with one or more items. 

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file is in CSV (comma-separated value) format.  Each row in the file will contain 
all the fields as defined in the detail record.  Pro! will continue to import the records 
within the file in the event that a record fails to import.   

Record Types 
The file contains one row for each user-defined field and item assignment. The 
values within the import file will be injected into the item user-defined field.   

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1. MASTER_CODE Text The unique item name identifier.  
2. UDF_FIELD_NAME Text The unique user-defined field name. 
3. UDF_VALUE Text The UDF value to be associated with 

the item.  This field must match the 
UDF’s defined datatype. Note: The 
String datatype supports valid HTML. 

Sample Import File 
MASTER_CODE, UDF_FIELD_NAME, UDF_VALUE​
Item2020_04_20-1, Testing Point, Item Testing Point Description 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 

Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record’s result.  The Master Code and User-defined field 
names must exist. 
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Output File  

There is no direct output file produced but Pro!’s import results can be exported.  The 
results will show the summary counts and detailed error messages.  The summary 
counts include the number of records successfully imported and the number of 
records that failed to import.  The details will list the items that failed to import and 
the error reason. 
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File 18 – Item Key Import 
Quickly assign or reassign one or more item’s answer keys by importing a file that 
contains the item identifier and its associated answer keys.  

When is the File Normally Imported 
On-Demand 

File Summary 
The file is in CSV (comma-separated value) format.  Each row in the file will contain 
the fields as defined in the below detail record table.  Pro! will continue to import the 
records within the file in the event that a record fails to import.   

Record Types 
The file contains one row for each key assignment. The import file values will be 
associated with the item’s key(s).   

Field# Field Header Data 
Type 

Description 

1. MASTER_CODE Text The unique item name identifier.  
2. KEYS Text The item’s key values.  Keys are 

specified using letters starting with A.  
 
Single Selection, Multiple Selection, 
Hotspot, and Likert item types are 
supported. 
 
Multiple keys for an item are 
specified within the item’s KEYS 
column. 

Sample Import File 
MASTER_CODE,KEYS 

12345-67-87,C 

12345-67-88,AD 

 

File Format 
This is a CSV file. 

Sorting 
The import file is not required to be sorted. 

Error Handling 
Each record is considered a single atomic transaction.  Each record is processed 
regardless of the previous record’s result.  The Master Code must exist, the number 
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of keys must match the item type, and the item’s content must be in an editable 
state. 

Output File  

There is no direct output file produced but Pro!’s import results can be exported.  The 
results will show the summary counts and detailed error messages.  The summary 
counts include the number of records successfully imported and the number of 
records that failed to import.  The details will list the items that failed to import and 
the error reason. 
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